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SUBJ: EXTENDED INDOCHINESE REPUGEE PROGRAM 

REF: BANGKOK 1570 

1. EMBASSY AGREES WITH BANGKOK'S PRPOSAL, AS OUTLINED 
REFTEL, THAT DEFINITION OF CATEGORY II REPUGEES COULD 
BE RESTRICTED TO SUBSTANTIVE USG EMPLOYEES, PROVIDED 
THAT THIS DEPINITION ENCOMPASSES ALL WHITE-COLLAR WORKERS 
INCLUDING SECRETARIES, FIELD WORKERS, THOSE WHO SUPER- 
VISED BLUE-COLLAR WORKERS, AND SO PORTH. BLUE-COLLAR 
WORKERS SUCH AS CHAR PORCE, DRIVERS, GARDENERS AND 
GUARDS WOULD BE DROPPED PROM CATEGORY II, ACCORDING TO 
BANGKOK'S PROPOSAL, BUT WOULD BE CONSIDERED AT TAIL- 
END OP CATEGORY III; WE ALSO CONCUR IN THIS SUGGESTION. 

WE STRONGLY OPPOSE DROPPING SECRETARIES AND FIELD 
WORKERS PROM CATEGORY II EOR LAO BECAUSE MANY OP THESE 
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN CLOSELY AND CONSPICUOUSLY IDENTIPIED 
WITH THE U.S. MISSION TO LAOS. ALTHOUGH MAJORITY OP 
REFUGEES ALREADY IN THAILAND MAY BE IN WHITE-COLLAR 
CATEGORY (SUCH PEOPLE TENDED TO LEAVE FIRST), THIS IS 
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WE ESTIMATE OVER WHET .MING MAJORITY (75 PERCENT OR MORE) 
OF OUR REMAINING MISSION STAFF ARE BLUE-COLLAR UNDER 
ABOVE DEFINITION. 

2. WE HAVE NO OBJECTION TO BANGKOK'S PROPOSAL 
(REFTEL) TO ESTABLISH JAN 20 AS CUT-OFF DATE 

AFTER WHICH LAO ARRIVING IN THAILAND WOULD NOT BE ABLE 
TO CONFER CATEGORY I STATUS ON RELATIVES REMAINING 
IN THAILAND OR LAOS (ONCE PRINCIPAL HIMSELF ARRIVED 
IN U.S.). AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, THE IMMEDIATE RELA- 
TIVES OF A PRINCIPAL ACCEPTED UNDER CATEGORY I, II 
OR III WOULD RPT WOULD BE ABLE TO ACCOMPANY HIM IF 
THEY ARRIVED IN THAILAND BEFORE THE PRINCIPAL LEFT 
FOR THE U S. THE BASIC PURPOSE OF THIS CUT-OFF WOULD 
BE TO PREVENT THE "MAGNET" EFFECT IN WHICH RELATIVES 
ACCOMPANYING A PRINCIPAL WOULD, ONCE THEY HAD ARRIVED 
IN U.S., BE ABLE IN TURN TO CONFER STATUS ON THEIR 
RELATIVES. AT SAME TIME, HOWEVER, WE WOULD HOPE THAT 
PERSONS ELIMINATED BY THIS REGULATION COULD RE- 
CONSIDERED AT THE TAIL-END OF CATEGORY III IF THERE 
ARE ANY NUMBERS LEFT OVER. 

3. FINALLY, THIS MISSION IS NOW REASSESSING THE 
ADEQUACY OF THE CURRENT RESERVE FOR USG EMPLOYEES 
REMAINING IN VIENTIANE AND FOR URGENT LAO CASES THAT 
MAY ARISE IN FUTURE. AFTER COUNTRY TEAM REVIEW OF 
THIS MATTER, WE WILL SEND OUR PROPOSALS TO D/HA/ORM, 
BANGKOK AND UDORN. 
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